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Stretch 

After a dreadful winter, it finally feels like summer.  And we probably 
couldn’t wait for it to finally come.  This is the time of year when offices are  
short-staffed and deadlines loosen up.  For many of us, summer provides an 
opportunity to take a deep breath, relax a little, maybe take a vacation or at least 
hang out with friends.  We need the time to recharge and get ready. 

But “get ready” for what?  During the bulk of the year, as we get caught up 
in the frenetic activity of work and school, we often don’t have time to think about 
who we are, what we’re about, and where we’re headed.  Yet without having a solid 
handle on these issues, all of our activity may ultimately be directionless. 

When was the last time you prayerfully thought about how God is leading 
you in your life?  Too often, we get the “leadership” aspect backwards: we want to 
pilot our own lives.  We want to set the destination, plot the course – and then we 
want God to clear the way, to smooth the path in front of us, so that we get to 
where we want to go. 

But if God is in charge of our lives, we need to be doing more listening.  
We need to be recharging to be ready to go where God sends us.  There is a 
wonderful story from the Book of Acts where the Apostle Paul thought he was 
supposed to go somewhere – but God had other ideas: 

“They went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been forbidden by the 
Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia.  When they had come opposite Mysia, they attempted 
to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them; so, passing by Mysia, they 
went down to Troas.  During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia 
pleading with him and saying, ‘Come over to Macedonia and help us.’  When he had seen 
the vision, we immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that God had 
called us to proclaim the good news to them.”  (Acts 16:6-10) 

In other words, the great story of Paul seeing the vision of the man from 
Macedonia has its roots in a series of false starts – Paul wanting to go here and 
there, until finally he receives vision from God “during the night.”  “During the  
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night” – a time of rest.  A time when activity ceased.  That was when Paul 
learned where he was supposed to go. 

As you rest, don’t just rest in order that you can continue what you  
want to do; may you seek God’s direction.  And as you seek God’s direction, 
remember that God may well lead you further than you are willing to go.  
Remember the story of the rich young man?  He was directionally correct –  
he sought Jesus.  But when he asked Jesus what was required of him, Jesus 
answered: “You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, 
and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” (Mark 10:21) 

As you seek God’s leading, be ready not just to be pointed, but expect  
to be stretched.  Expect God to challenge you not just to do something 
different, but to go further than you thought possible.  Because God wants  
each of us to have a faith that impacts the world, not just our lives. 

So enjoy the summer weather.  Enjoy a sunny day at the beach.   
But as you do, remember who created it all.  Remember who created you.  
Remember you were created with a purpose – and probably a larger purpose 
than you have imagined  for yourself.  Let God stretch your vision for what  
you will accomplish. 

 Peace and blessings, 
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things through him who 
strengthens me.”  
 

 - Philippians 4:13 
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From the Choir Room 

CROSSROADS 
CROSSROADS is on summer hiatus for the month of July.  Please join us when  
we resume on Sunday evening August 3 at 5:30 p.m. in the Chapel.  It’s casual, 
lively, and fun, with a great band (led by Jane Kelly Williams) and the same basic 
sermon as Sunday morning (with multimedia enhancements).  It’s a great alternative – give it a try and invite 
your friends! 

SUMMER CHOIR 
If you would like to sing with the Chancel Choir, but don’t have the time for a  
weekly commitment, the Summer Choir is for you. They rehearse and sing one  
Sunday of each month during the summer. We meet at 10 a.m. to rehearse and  
sing for worship at 11. You are welcome to come for one or come for all, just be  
prepared to enjoy yourself. The remaining summer choir Sunday is August 24. 

SPECIAL MUSIC IN JULY 
The music for our summer Worship Services is provided  
by our choir soloists, and by other visiting groups.  
The schedule for July is: 
 

JULY 6 – Wesley Wellington, tenor 
JULY 13 – Sandra Ruggles, soprano 
JULY 20 – Iris Karlin, soprano 
JULY 27 – Carson Baker, tenor 

90 SECOND SERMON 
Check out the 90 Second Sermon – a brief, engaging version of the sermon being  
produced each week by Rich and Kellie.  Well-suited for sharing with friends via email  
or Facebook, we hope you’ll find it interesting not just for yourself but as a way to start  
faith conversations with friends and family.  Access the videos from our preliminary  
website at www.90secondsermon.com. 



 

       July 2014 
 

Page 4 

YOUTH GROUP 
Youth Group hosts homeless families on Sunday, July 20th, starting with the set-up  
in Elmore Hall after Worship, lunch at the church, watching a movie, and then  
cooking and serving dinner to our guests, and after dinner spending some time with  
the children.  The Youth Group also helped to host the Coffee & Conversation with 
the CE Committee on June 22. Watch for more activities during the summer like  

working at Habitat in August and other events. 

 
SUMMER MISSION PROJECT FOR CHILDREN IN HAITI 
Fran Juste, founder of “Helping Hands Bring Sunshine” is inviting us again to donate 
school supplies for children of Haiti during the month of  August. Needed, she says,  
are school bags, pens, chalk, geometric instruments, pencils, calculators, composition  
notebooks, crayons, and coloring books. As you shop for your children, we invite your  
children to give a gift to children in Haiti. 

 
SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL continues every Sunday all summer in the Chapel.  
“AWESOME ADVENTURES: Paul’s Amazing Quest” explores New Testament stories of 
Paul’s amazing ministry. Jake and Anna will lead our group of adventurers as they follow  
Paul across many miles. What is Paul’s message? Believe in Jesus!   
                 
 

Children, Youth, & Family Connection 

MUSIC THEATRE CAMP 
 

Music Theatre Camp is coming this summer in August, from the  
10th to the 15th for 5th to 9th graders. The Camp is directed by Margot Bennett and Amanda Bogacz. This is 
the 15th anniversary of the Presby Players producing a musical program started by Michael Bello in 1999. Our 
theme for this year’s camp is “Celebrate - Growing Up” with registration due by July 20th.  

VACATION BIBLE CAMP 
 

A new and exciting Family Vacation Bible Camp is being offered this summer on  
4 Sundays in August from 3:30 to 6:30 p.m. which includes worship at Crossroads,  
plus music, science, games, storytelling with Rivet, the Puppet, dinner and crafts!   
Don’t miss it!  See more information on the following page. Get your registration 
in by July 20th! 

IN RECOGNITION OF LINSY FARRIS’ 50 YEARS OF TEACHING 
 

Linsy as my first Sunday School teacher and friend has been a great inspiration and I look forward to more of his wisdom 
being passed to me. Linsy has always come up with interesting lessons for class and will always try to have fun with me even 
if we were the only ones in class. I am grateful for my great friend and teacher!  Sincerely, Logan Beharry, 5th Grader 

- Dorothy VanderWerf, Activities Director 
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August 10‐15, 2014 
Sunday, August 10 at 2 p.m. ‐ Gathering Time for Parents and Campers in Elmore Hall.  
Camp begins then from 2:30 ‐ 4 p.m. 
Monday ‐ Thursday, August 11 ‐ 14 from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Friday, August 15, 1 to 7 p.m. ‐ Culmina ng Celebra on / Showcase of Favorite Songs.  
 

Directed by Margot Benne  & Amanda Bogacz, College Graduates in Musical Theatre 
Staffed by several talented teenagers and adults  
Presby Players Celebra ng 15 Years!  
Theme: Celebrate "Growing Up"  
The program includes: Gathering Time, Scripture & Prayer, Rehearsals, Theatre 
Workshops, Other Ac vi es, and Snacks! 

 

$50 ‐ 1 child; $75 ‐ 2 children (Scholarships available)  REGISTER BY JULY 20th.  

AUDITIONS on Saturday, Aug. 9,  
11 am - 1 pm,  
OR 1 - 2 pm  

on Sunday, Aug. 10 

For CHILDREN entering  
grades 5 - 9  

in September.  

Imagine & Build @ Vacation Bible Camp! 
For Families with Children of all Ages!�

4 Sundays in August: Aug. 3, Aug. 10, Aug. 17, Aug. 24�
3:30 - 6:30 p.m.�

Each Sunday Bible Camp Session includes:  
Bible camp activities, dinner, and more activities  

including worship at Crossroads.   
(Child Care provided for Young Children 

in the Circus Room Nursery). 
 

  VBC Director: Lesley Pella-Woo, 347-489-2580 or pellawoo@gmail.com 
  Activities Director: Dorothy VanderWerf, 201-568-7373 ext. 307 or  
     dorothyv@englewoodpres.org 
 

First Presbyterian Church of Englewood invites families with children of all ages to gear up at 
Workshop Of Wonders: Imagine And Build With God Vacation Bible Camp. Explore.  

Experience how the ordinary becomes extraordinary with God! Explore the creative gifts God  
has given us at various building sites such as the Science Station, Song Studios with music  

that really rocks, the Bible Nook, Game Garage, and Crafts Lab. Rivet the Ant puppet will help  
us imagine BIG and build it UP! 

 
REGISTRATION DEADLINE July 20, 2014 

Vacation Bible Camp Fee: $40 per family with one child,  
$60 per family with two children or more 
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CENTER FOR DISCOVERY & DISCIPLESHIP 
 

SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY 
 

The Sunday Morning Bible Study is on a break for the month of July.  The 
Summer Alive series of presentations is coming in August, and the Bible Study 
resumes on September 7. 
 

DRAWING, SEEING, AND THINKING 
Drawing, Seeing, and Thinking is an art class for both first time  
artists and those with prior experience. The class will teach you 
how to draw – it will help you do it better and with much joy! 
Elaine VanOst, member of our church and artist, will be  
offering this opportunity. You will use pencils, charcoal, felt  

tip markers, and some paint colors and materials you may never have used before. The 4 sessions will begin  
in the Fall for anyone 14 years and older. There is a form to fill out to indicate your interest and when you 
would be available.  

News for the Congregation 

July 2014 

OUTDOOR LABYRINTH  

The OUTDOOR LABYRINTH is marked by pavers and is available for a quiet walk or a time of 
reflection at all times located directly behind Elmore Hall. Come often during the nice weather  
to walk and pray in the out-of-doors. The PRAYER LOFT on the second floor is also open for a 
reflective and meaningful journey. Go up the stairs just inside the office door and to the right you 

will find the entrance.  These two places were created to enrich your spiritual journey. 

OLÉ, OLÉ, OLÉ! THE WORLD CUP FINAL IS COMING! 
Sunday, July 13, 3:00 pm in the Chapel 
 

The championship match of the FIFA World Cup is the largest sporting event in the world.  
Just as we did for the Super Bowl, let’s watch it together on the big screen in the Chapel.   
Bring snacks or non-alcoholic beverages to share.  It should be a great way to spend a  
summer afternoon.   

COME ENJOY AN INDOOR PICNIC & CLASSIC MOVIE 
On the first Wednesday, July 2, and August 6, pack a picnic supper for yourself, join  
others and come to the Chapel at the church to enjoy an indoor picnic and a great  
Classic Movie evening.  It all begins at 5:30 p.m. on the first Wednesdays this summer!    
It should be a fun, relaxing evening with friends! 
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HOSTING HOMELESS FAMILIES IN JULY 
Along with 5 other congregations, we host homeless families from Sunday, July 20 to  
Sunday, August 3 in Elmore Hall providing dinner, a safe place to sleep, and food for their 

breakfast and lunch before going back every day to the Center in Ridgewood. We need 2 overnight 
hosts on these nights: July 20, 27, 29, 30 and 31.  If you are available for any of these, please call  
Natalie Beaumont or Dorothy VanderWerf or sign-up on Sundays. Any assistance given this  
important mission is deeply appreciated. 

THANKS TO CROP WALKERS FOR HUNGER AND SPONSORS! 
 

We had 10 Walkers in the afternoon of May 4 and 15 Walkers in the Mini-Walk during 
Church School. Our church raised about $2,000 out of about $9,000 this year! There were  
more than 6 Walkers who raised over $200 from their Sponsors! Thank you to all of our  
afternoon Walkers: John Fraser, Jennifer Codding, Holt Bui, Dave Lewis, Carol Cornell,  
Ken Stevens, Jeff and Nicholas Spady, Ulah Fields, and Frank Denbow!! 
 

YOUR MISSION DOLLARS AT WORK 
The Mission Committee,  representing  the congregation of FPC,  
supports  a select number of organizations embodying the ideals of  
our faith.  The funding is from our budget of $22,000 allotted for  
this purpose.  Organizations are invited to apply for  grants and the  
committee reviews each organization’s  stated mission, past documented work and use of funds.  The overall  
purpose of  the grants is helping people locally and throughout the world to be self-sufficient, free from  
hunger and oppression, able to obtain needed medical services, and know Christ’s love.  Following a careful  
selection process based on the preceding, the Mission Committee has approved the following grants this year.  
Each grant is apportioned so that half is sent in  June and the remainder at the end of the year: 
 

The following list shows organizations that have currently and previously received FPC Mission grants. 
 Bergen Family Center:   $2,500  
 Center for Food Action:  $4,000 
 Doctors Without Borders:  $3,000 
 Habitat for Humanity:   $1,500 
 HEPAC (Previously Borderlinks):   $  500 
 Loaves and Fishes:   $1,000 
 Pilgrims of Ibillin:   $2,500 
 Southern Poverty Law Center:  $1,500 
 

The following organizations are first-time recipients of FPC mission grants.                                                                            
 Green Village Foundation: $1,500.  Founded by FPC member Thierry Vodounou  to develop sustainable  

independent communities in rural African villages. 
 Mission to the Americas: $700.  A ministry of the Presbyterian-Reformed Ministries International, affiliated 

with PCUSA, bringing the Gospel to areas in Panama. 
 Senior Center for Independent Living: $1,000.  A center in Englewood providing services to senior citizens. 
 United Service Organizations Inc.: $2,000.  Provides a variety of services to military people and their families, 

both during their time in service abroad and readjusting when they return home. 
                - Carolyn Porte-Lieberman, Mission Committee 



 

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 
 

We’re pleased to report that as of this writing, tithes and offerings are up about 12% over last year.  You see the 
trend in the chart, which shows the average weekly offering on a month-by-month basis.  (Please note that in 2013 
Easter fell in March, but in 2014 it fell in April).  As you know, we still run a considerable annual deficit.  As the 
congregation continues to increase its faithful giving, we have been closing the gap.  Please prayerfully consider 
God’s call to live a generous life, the Biblical standard of tithing ten percent of one’s income, and ask God to lead 
you to discover how you can best respond.  
 

                 

COPE: CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP 
In partnership with the Bergen Family Center / Thursday, July 17, 7:00-9:00 pm, in the East Room. 
 

Are you feeling the stress of being a caregiver for a sibling, parent, or an adult child?  If you are  
a caregiver looking for resources – or a space to get it all out - come to COPE: FPC’s Caregivers’ 

Support Group.  Through an exciting partnership with the Bergen Family Center, we are able to bring you both 
a wide array of educational programs, information about available resources, and supportive sharing led by  
Sheila Shur, LSW.  Sheila is the Elder Care Supervisor for the Bergen Family Center.  For additional information, 
contact Rev. Hong at rich@englewoodpres.org. Please feel free to forward this invitation to others you know who 
are feeling the burden of caring for others. All are welcome.  Light refreshments will be served. 

THURSDAY NIGHT ADULTS PLAY BASKETBALL in Elmore Hall 
from 7:30 – 9:30 p.m. on July 3, 10 and 17. 
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SUMMER ALIVE SCHEDULED FOUR SUNDAYS        
IN AUGUST 

Summer Alive is a Sunday Morning opportunity on August 3, 10, 17, and 
24 at 10 a.m. in the East Room to hear about some amazing work done  

by our members. We begin with coffee and a morning prayer hosted by the Mission Committee members.   
Marcy Steele will be sharing the work of Bergen County Habitat for Humanity on Sunday, August 17 . 

 

Average weekly offering 
per month 



 

Other News 

ACCESSIBLE ENTRANCES TO THE CHURCH BUILDING 
There are two barrier-free entrances into the building. There is one into Elmore Hall from the  
Dwight Place side of the building near the Memorial Garden and the other is through  
the Playground down the sidewalk to the entrance door, which leads into the long hall  
between Elmore Hall and the Sanctuary.  

BRING FOOD TO FIRST ON FIRST SUNDAY OF THE 
MONTH: JULY 6 & AUGUST 3 
Your gift of food or a monetary donation to the Center for Food Action will put food on  
the tables of our most needy neighbors during the summer months. Together we can make  
a difference! 
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HATS OFF TO COFFEE & CONVERSATION  
EVERY SUNDAY! 

Coffee & Conversation is the place to be every Sunday after 11 a.m. Worship. The serving 
table is always filled with goodies. 

 

One member wrote, “Yesterday's Coffee and Conversation was absolutely wonderful.  The two 90th 
Birthdays were celebrated in style with delicious foods and gorgeous birthday cakes! You have become 

the hostesses with the most talents for feeding large groups of our church members and making it look 
so attractive and appealing.” 
 

YOU refers to the Outreach Committee headed by Charlene Niland along with Debbie Alvarez, Beneranda 
Baez, Nicole Kim, and Beverly Rhinehart who coordinate, supervise, and invite others to host a Sunday  
sometime during the year. The committee is prepared to offer some reimbursement of cost for hosting. 
 

This special time of hospitality and friendship is much appreciated and the committee thanks all those  
who have hosted and shared in this important ministry. The calendar of dates is always posted for others  
to help host a birthday, an anniversary, or just help purchase the bagels and spreads on any given Sunday  
during the summer! 

MEN’S NIGHT OUT 
There will be a Men’s Night Out gathering on Thursday, July 17 from 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.   
This will be a cookout at the manse with burgers, hot dogs, and fellowship.  Please RSVP to  
Jim Lagrosa by email to jml1242@aol.com or the Church Office (201-568-7373 ext.0 or  
office@englewoodpres.org) no later than Monday, July 14.  See you then! 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH OF ENGLEWOOD 

150 East Palisade Avenue 
Englewood, NJ 07631 
Phone: 201-568-7373 
Fax: 201-568-7376 

www.englewoodpres.org 

FPC ON THE WEB 

In addition to our new Web site, don’t forget that our sermons are available  
on our Podcast, accessible at no cost through the iTunes store, through our  
Web site, or directly at fpce.podbean.com. You can also keep up with FPC  
by joining our Facebook page (just search for First Presbyterian Church of 
Englewood), follow us on Twitter (@fpcenglewood), or check-in on Foursquare. 

AUGUST NEWSLETTER ARTICLES ARE DUE ON 
 THURSDAY, JULY 17TH. 


